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The Albert Park News

Welcome to the Albert Park News!
A showcase of events and news across the whole school community.
We also have Konnective for day to day notifications, the Parent Classroom
Reps emails for class specific and general social and fundraising news and
you can follow your student’s classroom activities via Seesaw! The website
calendar is another way to keep up to date with up-coming events.

School Vision Statement:
We are a unique village community,
becoming life-long learners with
high expectations.

Important dates:
Monday 23 November – School Photo
Day – no sibling photos this year
Thursday 17 December – Last Day of
School
Friday 18 December – Last day term
4 – Curriculum Day

KONNECTIVE: We will cease notifications via
Konnective at the end of 2020. All
communication to parents will be via
Compass. Please make sure that you have
your Compass login details to receive
information, notify your child’s absences
and update your family contact details.

Be Kind and Fair

Act Safely

If you are not receiving communications from any of these sources
please contact the office for help.

A Message from Our Principal
Dear Parents & Carers,
DET Update COVID-19 Health & Safety
We hope you are enjoying the easing of restrictions and we are keeping
our fingers crossed they continue to ease as the days, weeks go by.
COVID safety and hygiene procedures remain the same within school
despite the easing of restrictions. These include regular hand hygiene
practices; no assemblies; working, learning and playing in ‘bubbles’ to
restrict any potential spreading; restrictions to visitors on site including
parents and this affects the start and end of the day; staff meetings
limited to 10 in the same room and training should be online and of
course, the wearing of masks.
This has meant an adjustment in many ways to school life. Staff are
working incredibly hard to support the return to routine and to ensure
that the children are settled, happy and learning well. Please do not
hesitate to message or telephone your child’s teacher or the school if you
have any concerns.
DET 2021 Tutoring Program
DET Information is currently being shared with schools regarding the
funding for a Tutoring Program in 2021. This funding is to target any
children who were disengaged with remote learning or have gaps in their
learning. More information will be shared as clarity is provided.

Respect Everyone’s Rights

One Voice at a Time

Keep Trying
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In the classroom
Teachers and staff have continued with a focus on students well being – teachers have been checking in and
monitoring how children have been doing along with continuing with mindfulness sessions, circle times and social/
emotional activities. Thank you to parents who have been providing feedback when their children have been
worried or finding the return challenging.
It is an incredibly busy term with a team of teachers and support staff who are dedicated and committed to doing
all they can to support our children. They are doing all they can and I am grateful that you have been supportive
and positive to our staff.
This is the time of year that teachers undertake a range of assessments to support their teacher assessment
judgements of your child’s learning growth in 2020. These will be reported on through the end of year report.
The data collected from these assessments will also provide information that informs not only the next steps of
learning across the curriculum for each students but support identifying any gaps and areas of learning affected
by remote learning. This information will be shared with your child’s class teacher next year.
You need to know that you have done a magnificent job supporting your child with their home learning as our
assessments are showing in many areas – speaking with class teachers; education support staff and senior leaders
we are so appreciative of your role in continuing your child’s education throughout remote learning.
Since our return teaching and learning programs have focussed on:
Continuing to focus on the teaching and learning program for the year with particular focus on Literacy and
Numeracy
Consolidation of core skills – revisiting and ensuring consolidation of key concepts for the following year’s learning
is in place
Re-engagement – refocussing for longer periods of time and building stamina for a full day at school has been part
of the challenge of returning to school for the children. Teachers have mixed this with social & emotional activities
and inquiries units where children work collaboratively together.
Inquiry Units
The challenge as always is to plan learning experiences that are fun, engaging and at the right level of challenge
for all children.
It has been wonderful to see the creativity and high levels of engagement as the children learning through their
inquiry units. Grade 6 have worked incredibly hard in planning, designing and creating their Albert Park Film
Festival. The APPS Film Festival will be showcased next Thursday for students and their families as it is livestreamed home. Already, we are so proud of them!!
Grade 6 Leaders
Grade 6 Sustainability leaders will be attending the Sustainability Festival online event next week. They have
worked hard preparing for it and are looking forward to presenting to the Port Phillip Environment group and
other schools.
The Junior School Council Grade 6 leaders are currently organising a fundraiser on Friday, 4 th December to raise
money for the Bushfire Appeal. It is wonderful to see our leaders modelling such care and kindness for others
even when their year has not been so normal or sometimes easy.
All Grade 6 classes have had the opportunity to video and present the whole school assemblies each week. When
we were told we could not sing at school this term (except for Happy Birthday), 6A began the tradition of singing
the National Anthem in Auslan. It’s fantastic to watch! We were particularly proud last Wednesday of our G6
School Leaders, Quincy, Charlie, Anna and Jack and class 6L when they digitally presented the Remembrance
Assembly for the whole school to watch including the 1 minute silence.
Plans are moving along for Grade 6 graduation and celebration. This is indeed a year like no other and the
students and teachers will be on the school site for the graduation with parents watching live at home.
Transition
Our 2021 Prep students transition program has been running this term with our wonderful Prep teachers
preparing videos; visiting kindergartens and preparing for an onsite visit in small groups towards the end of the
term. We have also had online transition meetings to share information and prepare for the start of the school
next year.
Curriculum Day – staff professional learning
Last Curriculum Day, staff took part in the valuable and culturally enlightening Cultural Understanding and Safety
Training, also known as CUST. This training was delivered by our two Koorie Education Support Officers (KESO).
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This training session is mandatory for all school staff and is designed to be an introduction to ongoing learning
and engagement with Aboriginal perspectives throughout the curriculum through meaningful collaboration
between local Aboriginal communities and schools. We were moved and shocked by the history and stories
shared in the training but staff came away much more knowledgeable about how to access support and
information to ensure our curriculum includes meaningful Aboriginal perspectives throughout it.
Early Collection during School Time
If you need to take your child/children out of school early on a Friday, we ask that you let the school office know
in advance to facilitate collection and reduce disruption to classes.
As the school is informed of the easing of restrictions by DET, we will, of course, keep you informed.

Katrina

INFORMATION
APPS ONLINE CHRISTMAS
GIFT MARKET

SCHOOL COUNCIL - Current and emerging initiatives
The School Council supports the Principal in providing the best possible
educational outcomes for students. Its key functions include financial
management, strategic planning, policy development and review as well
as fundraising, maintaining school buildings and grounds and of course,
representing the views of the community.
Following each meeting of the School Council we will provide a snapshot
of current and emerging initiatives, projects and highlights from School
Council and its many subcommittees via the APPS newsletter.

1. The School Council continues to hold meetings via Webex

We are excited to announce our
first ever online gift market, just in
time for Christmas gift shopping.
We have tote bags and tea towels,
designed by some of our students,
as a memento of lockdown. We aslo
have a range of gourmet hampers
and a selection of bundles for you
to choose from.
Simply go online via Compasstix
using the following link:

https://compasstix.com/e/h06
jqw3rwc
Dig deep and spread the love! If
you’d
rather
just
make
a
contribution without goods, you
can simply purchase a ‘donation’.
You can also add a donation to your
order!
You have until 4pm on Monday 23
November to shop, as orders must
close then– so please get shopping
NOW!

2. Katrina Mildner presented on assessments, the range of tools
adopted and how assessments are used to support the Learning
Continuum. In particular, School Council learnt about the three key
purposes of assessments. Firstly, for teachers to use inferences
about student’s progress to inform their teaching, secondly, for
students to reflect and monitor their progress to inform their future
learning goals, and finally, for teachers use evidence of student
learning to make judgements of student’s achievements.
3. The School Council were provided with background and a timeline
for the hall redevelopment project and are excited to share news on
its progress with the APPS community.
4. The Community Engagement Subcommittee (previously the
Fundraising Subcommittee) continues to provide a community
engagement events that meet social distancing and other Covid
related guidelines. Look out for the Spring Carnival @ Home online
wine tasting event in lieu of the ever-popular Parent Gala as well as
the Christmas Market fundraiser that will include a family recipe
book, tea towels and tote bags.
5. The School Council agreed to defer the APPS Fete until there is
greater certainty around large-scale events. More information
should be available in the new year.
The following are the Chairs of the School Council subcommittees. Please
contact the school if you wish to be involved.
Community Engagement – Louisa Cady
Education – Eric McCann
Environmental – Seda Moss
Facilities - Loren Livingston
Finance - Lindsay Heveren
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We Play in ‘Bubbles’ – House Leaders’ Report
Since the students returned
to school this term, they play
in certain areas on certain
days, and over the week get
to play in all areas of the
school. The students of
different year levels play
with the same year levels,
and we call these ‘bubbles’.

INFORMATION
Grade 6 Film Festival

Hi! We are some of the APPS
House Leaders for 2020.
We take out sports equipment
and put up signs in the yard to
show students where to play.
We do this everyday because it
is important that students have
equipment
to
entertain
themselves during playtime.

We put out equipment in parts
of the school that different year
levels play in. Our job is to set
out the equipment in the
morning and pack it up in the
afternoon. We hope that
everyone enjoys using the play
equipment and remembers to
use it safely.
2020 House Captains
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The excitement in Grade 6 is
palpable! On Thursday 19th
November, students will be
presenting a short film festival
extravaganza based on the
theme of travel. Throughout this
term, students have been writing
scripts, performing plays, and
using their technological skills to
create fabulous masterpieces
that they can't wait to show to
their families!
A selection of these short films
will be shown to students from
other year levels next week.
The Grade 6 teachers are so
proud of all students for their
incredible effort and we can't
wait to watch the films on the big
screen next Thursday night!
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INFORMATION

Ride2School Sticker
Design Competition
Back in Term 1, Bicycle Network
ran a competition as part of the
National Ride2School Day for
schools that entered a HandsUp!
count on the day, and we are
very happy to say that Albert
Park Primary School was one of
the winners!
So this term we have another
opportunity to win a brand new
BYK bike and a healthy breakfast
for our school! So show us your
artistic skills and design a fun
new
sticker
for
National
Ride2School Day in 2021!
The winning person will be the
proud owner of the BYK bike and
their sticker will be used as an
official National Ride2School Day
stickers and sent to schools all
across Australia!
Here is the link to download the
form:
https://emarketing-au.s3-apsoutheast2.amazonaws.com/43483/scN8dzaDgNp388lYEhO9yZCFP_gDWuJFMpLrq3HH0/3333250.pdf

This year students in Year 5 & 6 as APPS had the opportunity to participate
in the Maths Games. This is a national competition in which teams
participate in a series of 5 games over the course of the year. Prior to each
competition, practice problems are provided, and students have the
opportunity to hear and see different ways of working through a problem.
This year, however, remote learning meant the competition had to be
conducted remotely using WebEx meetings.
Normally the first game is held in Term 1, with the last game being held at
the end of Term 3. However, at APPS we received permission to be able to
complete the entire competition in Term 3 during remote learning.
Students worked hard to catch up on games that had already been
completed. They committed to meeting twice a week to prepare and
participate in the competition sessions.
Prior to the weekly online sessions, students were provided with practice
questions to complete. During their weekly WebEx meetings, different
strategies that had been used to solve the problems were shared, and
alternative ways of working through them were also presented. The actual
competitions were conducted in a separate session later in the day.
The following students participated in the competition (we had a large
team of 35 students!).
5A
5D
5S
5Z

Jed, Oliver, Benjamin, George, Thomas
Rene, Jock, Xavier W
Alexandra, Madeleine, Will
Arabella, Elias, Matilda, Gabriel, Cameron,
Daisy, Xavier D

6A
6L
6M
6S

Caden, Koko
Ari, Lara, Quincy, Stella
Allegra, Chloe, Freddie, Megan
Zach, Genevieve, Flynn, Sam, Sienna, Jack, Charlotte

We anticipate the results will become available during November.
All of the students who participated in the competition can be proud of
the effort they displayed throughout. Their dedication and perseverance
paid off, even though at times the technology made it hard to
hear/see/submit work etc., their persistence won through in the end.
Well done, everyone, on successfully completing the competition.

Continued ….
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At the end of the competition, the children completed a survey. Some of their comments include:
What was difficult about completing the Maths Games?
 answering the harder questions
 submitting work
 how I needed to work out every question
 The difficulty of the questions.
 Uploading the answers a bit
Would you recommend doing the games again? Why?
 Because they were fun and I learnt about how others think about problems.
 It's fun and you learnt new things
 Because after I felt super accomplished
 I would recommend the maths games because I like the feeling of being challenged and learning something
new.
 It was fun and you learn while having fun
How has participating in the games helped you as a learner?
 I think that I have taken a lot away from the morning meeting where we shared strategies because it makes
me more open to solving things in different ways.
 Participating has helped me find new strategies to use when I am struggling on a problem.
 It has made me see there is more than one way to work something out
How has participating in the Maths Games helped you as a mathematician?
 It has given me a wider variety of strategies that I can use when facing a problem
 It has helped me by opening up different ways to do stuff
 I can now do more complex problems
 It has made me more able to show my working out
The focus of the competition is applying and recording problem solving strategies, and all students did extremely
well. Each week students submitted their answers, and their results were collated for the entire period. The final
results were very close, and the top five students who received the highest scores for the competition were
Quincy, Freddie, Matilda, Chloe & Ben. Congratulations to all students who participated. We are very proud of
the effort they put in each week.
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ART TERM 4
CONSTRUCTION AND MODELLING WORK
Here is a peek at some of the fantastic construction and modelling work that has been done in the first
few weeks of term 4!
Textured dishes and self-portrait tiles from the preps, steampunk textures from grade 5 and pinch pot
creations from grade 1 and 2.

Planning to sell or lease your home in 2020?

PROUD SPONSORS OF ALBERT PARK PRIMARY

As proud sponsors of Albert Park Primary School, Greg
Hocking Holdsworth donates 10% of every sale fee & $500
of the leasing fee, back to the school in support of our
community.

Call Albert Park office 8644 5500

Armstrong Street Medical Centre, Middle Park
Our practice offers a range of health care providers including GPs,
a clinical psychologist, a dietitian and diabetic educator, a podiatrist,
an audiology and pathology collection.
General Practitioners: Dr Jo-Anne Zappia, Dr Alison Richards,
Dr Kelly-Anne Garnier, Dr Jonathan David, Dr Noel Leon
Clinical Psychologist: Dr Kate Cain (adolescents and adults)
Phone bookings can be made by contacting a medical receptionist
on 9699 4333.
Online bookings can be made on our website
www.armstrongstreetmedicalcentre.com.au
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